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Our READER: 


The Child Welfare League America has been requested Senator Robert Hendrickson, 
Chairman the United States Senate Judiciary Subcommittee investigating causes and solu- 
tions the problem juvenile delinquency, solicit the views readers Child Welfare 
various proposals being submitted the Committee. Some those proposals are listed the 


following sheets, but such listing does not indicate approval disapproval the Committee. 


Please reply promptly to: 


Counsel, United States Senate Subcommittee Juvenile 


Delinquency 
Room 301, S.E.C. Building, North 


425 Second Street, W., Washington, 


are happy comply with this request. cannot promise any acknowledgment the 


Committee, but hope able publish digest the replies when they are made avail- 


able us. 


This rare opportunity for each our readers express opinion which may 
directly affect legislation important issue. We, therefore, strongly urge you 


reply promptly this questionnaire. 
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Please Comment Freely Each the Following Questions. Sho 


and 
Attach Additional Sheets for Your Comments Necessary. 
Wor 
Does the solution the problem juvenile delinquency lie the direction chil 
greater use (a) authoritarian control and punishment?....................... 
Cor 
Comment: 
Would publicizing actions taken authorities handling juveniles charged with 
so, what limitations publicity should retained adopted? diti 
Comment: 
so, should existing child labor regulations modified enable children work 
you would favor any modification, what limitations would you suggest ages, 


hours and nature work permitted? 


Comment: 


Should parents held financially liable for damage caused willful misconduct 
and vandalism their children? 


Would such course action cause parents exercise closer supervision their 


Comment: 


you think so, what provisions would you suggest hours, ages and other con- 
ditions under which would apply? 


Comment: 


What, any, has been the experience your community with curfew? 


Comment: 


hildren? 
few hel duce deli 
i 
Lor 


Should lay workers, either volunteers board members, used social agencies 


to: 
Work directly with delinquent children 


Comment: 


Participate decisions regarding treatment individual children 


Comment: 


Are you familiar with any community practices which have solved peculiar local 


juvenile problems, the details which might public value? 


Comment: 
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Marie Laufer 


Supervisor Casework 
Girls Club, Brooklyn Hebrew Orphan Asylum 
Brooklyn, New York 


CASEWORK WITH PARENTS 


Our Obligation their Adolescents Placement 


Winner the 1953 Mary Boretz Second Award. 
The author points the interrelation the adoles- 
difficulties with the problems his parents. She 


suggests that simultaneous casework with both parent 
and child the most effective way help resolve these 


difficulties. 


WAS tempted call this article Are 
Needed Too” for seems that our identifi- 
cation with children and adolescents, not 
always hear clearly the plea the parents for help 
with their feelings and troubles. 

own awareness the everlasting psychological 
tie between children and parents, well the 
need for help, has developed from ex- 
perience child placement worker. remember 
how adolescent boy, whose unmarried mother had 
disappeared many years before, commented his 
foster mother, the agency discharges me, 
sure will find out from them about real father 
and mother.” This boy and other children whose 
parents have dropped out their lives without any 
previous planning, are often troubled their 
identity. Concern for these boys and girls prompted 
search for the parents, and when 
found them they would often reveal their conflicts, 
their guilt and their fears, well their desire for 
help clarifying their relationship their children. 

When began work the Girls Club, was 
faced with different, yet somewhat similar, di- 
lemma. Here many parents the adolescent girls 
the Club visited their daughters, gave them presents, 
bought clothing for them, supported them financially, 
yet, psychologically speaking, remained hiding.” 
These mothers and fathers were unable express 
their feelings, their minds,” them- 
selves, because they were afraid they might lose their 


children. 


How the Club Set 


The Girls Club serves protective group setting 
for girls between and 21, who are sufficiently inte- 
grated work attend school, but unable, because 
their emotional difficulties, live with their par- 
ents foster home. consider these adoles- 
cents young adults and, therefore, ask them 
make their own application the Club and carry 
the ultimate responsibility for their placement ex- 
perience. have rigid policy with regard the 
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frequency and length the girls’ visits and with 
their parents. Parents are always welcome the 
Club and can also have dinner with their daughters 
nominal charge. They are the guests the Club 
for informal Sunday night snacks and for special 
day dinners. Our program helps these parents “‘come 
out the course clarifying their relation- 
ship with their daughters, some parents may 
their parenthood and achieve closer relationship 
with their children and sometimes ultimate reunion; 


others recognize that they need more limited 


tionship; still others must settle for only superficial, 
tenuous relationship. every instance, convey 
the parents our conviction that they have the right 
make their own decision and that the decision will 
“right” based mutual respect for each 
other separate human beings. 


Recognizing the Girl’s Conflict 

working with the adolescent girl, recognize 
her striving toward independence well her need 
for protection and her yearning for parental ties. 
know that her very coming the Club indicates her 
conflict this respect, well her need for help 
with it. For many girls, the questions our applica- 
tion blank seem symbolic this very dualism 
their lives. While the one hand specify her 
adult responsibilities, like paying rent, also state 
very clearly, 


“You are still minor. The Club, therefore, has the responsi- 
bility for having contact with your parents prior your admission 
and during your stay here. They will also notified case you 
become ill.” 


However, know that the conflict growing 
takes various forms, has different degrees well 
swings extremes. Therefore, have gauge our 
approach most carefully with each individual girl. 
One may depend heavily our guidance and direc- 
tion, while another seems benefit only from her 
own mistakes. With some adolescents plan the 
use leisure time carefully, while encourage 
others their own planning. One girl may need 
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weekly even more frequent contacts with her 
parents assure herself that they did not “dump” 
her the Club. Another, because the tension be- 
tween her and her parents, can only bear see them 
monthly visits. some instances, accept the 
girl’s wish for our contact with her parents ex- 
pression new confidence us; for another girl, 
may evidence unhealthy dependence. 

all times, realize that our direct contact with 
the parent must related the girl’s readiness 
let have this connection. Toward this end, help 
the girl see her own part the conflict between 
her and her parents. know how often the girls 
feel rejected, and identify with their feelings 
failure and worthlessness. But also indicate the 
process our belief that just are not born 
bad,” parents are not naturally “‘mean, ignorant, 
selfish,” not possess many the other qualities 
adolescent daughters attribute them. the girls 
begin trust us, they find possible accept our 
offer help with this most vital and troubling area 
their lives. They soon realize that not see 
their parents our use the parents 
“check up” them, but they begin understand 
their parents’ unhappiness and confusion about the 
conflict which exists. Then and only then can they 
accept our contact with their parents important 
step the long and laborious road toward adult 
independence. 


Helping Parent Intake 


For the parent who deeply troubled about his 
relationship his daughter, and who consumed 
feelings failure and guilt, often infinitely pain- 
ful realize that the ultimate decision for placement 
needs the girl’s rather than his own. Parents 
often hide their anxiety, guilt and fear behind 
tude. They either push the girl toward leaving the 
home assure her that only external circumstances 
make placement necessary. They teach her 
insist that they consider separation 
her own good.” They may threaten her saying 
that can never come home again,” promise 
her that separation will only matter weeks. 
The girl cannot make free and independent decision 
about coming the Club she feels the constant 
push and pull her parents’ emotions. And the 
parents, because their conflict, cannot help and 
support their daughter her struggle. The following 
case recording will illustrate this conflict: 


Mrs. Rifkin, the mother 18-year-old working girl, made 
the initial telephone call the agency. She asked for placement 
for her daughter Dorothy because she the end her rope.” 
Dorothy and unhappy, does not have any friends and 
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spends all her leisure time moping around the house.” Though 
usually ask that the young girl herself call for appointment, 
offered see Mrs. Rifkin because she sounded anxious and 
tense. Upon her suggestion, then arranged for joint appoint- 
ment for her and Dorothy. 

From contact with Dorothy, soon became clear that she 
came because her mother’s insistence. She felt that her 
parents wanted her leave the house because “she was not 
bright, not attractive, not The Girls Club, then, 
seemed like the last resort both mother and daughter. How 
could help Dorothy she perceived placement another 
“prescription” her parents? realized that Dorothy could only 
benefit from living the Club she would come her own voli- 
tion. the same time, Mrs. Rifkin, too, needed accept our 
offer help she were effect any change her relationship 
her daughter and her feeling about herself. 


The intake process lasted several weeks and con- 
tained four interviews with Mrs. Rifkin and seven 
with Dorothy. 


used the interviews with Mrs. Rifkin help her understand 
why Dorothy’s coming the Girls Club had Dorothy’s own 
decision. the same time, conveyed her appreciation 
her fear that she was failure mother. time went on, Mrs. 
Rifkin told little more about herself and appeared less 
rigid. Finally, she that she needed help just much 
Dorothy—help relax, give her veneer, accept her family 
people with needs and problems their own. 

She then understood that instead model mother who always 
Dorothy needed understanding adult whom she 
could bring her joys and sorrows, and who, turn, would let her 
know some her own wishes and concerns. Gradually, Dorothy 
began feel that her mother did not want throw her out, but 
that separation would give both them chance work matters 
out. Finally she decided come the Girls Club when her mother 
told her that she would apply family agency for help with her 
personal problems. 

Dorothy was able come the Club because our work with 
Mrs. Rifkin. Yet our contact with the mother, were not con- 
cerned for “Dorothy’s alone. The mother’s very coming 
the Girls Club indicated that she focused her problem her rela- 
tionship her daughter. was the spot where she could bear 
take help. Through our work with her, she began absolve her- 
self some the guilt which she carried for “being bad mother 
ruining her family’s When she found that accepted 
her, not only Dorothy’s mother, but person her own 
right, she needed longer hide herself behind mask perfec- 
tion and rigidity, but dared human being with needs and 
problems her own. 


Girls’ Need for Parents 


Every agency has children under care for whom 
the need for new approach their problems arises 
with the development new casework knowledge 
and skill. The Club was originally set primarily 
residence for low-salaried young Jewish working 
girls and students. provisions were made for case- 
work service either the girls their parents. 
When the board and administration realized that 
the parents were vital, dynamic factor the girls’ 
lives, new approach the girls and parents was 
introduced. 
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Our work with the girl geared helping her see 

her parents people with needs and problems 
their own and recognize her own part the con- 
flict between them. the same time, were keenly 
aware the fact that the young girl’s ability 
clarify her relationship her parents affected de- 
cisively the parents’ feelings about their relation- 
ships each other. We, therefore, began work 
directly with the parents that they could resolve 
some their conflicts relation their daughters. 

number girls maintain either irregular 
sporadic contact with their parents. Their relation- 
ships are fraught with anxiety and tension that 
they interfere seriously with the girls’ functioning. 
must frustrating and terrifying for the parents 
left the dark,” shut out their 
daughter’s living experiences the Club. some 
instances, parents support their daughters financially. 
seems almost paradoxical that they should 
expected pay, but otherwise “keep hands off.” 
The girls often felt was their parents’ responsibility 
pay, literally and figuratively, because the girls 
needed live apart from them. was important 
that parents have right know the agency’s feeling 
about their part their daughter’s life. Did we, too, 
reject them? Did blame them for making separa- 
tion necessary? Just what did think about their 
relationship and also about the future? was often 
dificult determine whether the parents wanted 
our help and concern. many instances, they had 
not been consulted about the girl’s decision move 
the Club. The decision offer them our help was 
based awareness the fact that the psycho- 
logical tie between parents and children never 
broken; and because belief that almost all parents 
wish resolve the conflicts which mar this inter- 
relationship. Our work with Edith and her parents 
will demonstrate our way helping parents and 
children during period voluntary separation 
resolve their manifold feelings ambivalence and 
afirm the natural ties between them. 

Edith Hauser came the Girls Club age after she had 
been mental hospital for year. She herself applied the 
hospital because she was confused and troubled about her feel- 
ings toward her parents. Upon her discharge, the hospital authori- 
ties recommended placement the Club and complete separation 
from her parents, who, they felt were greatly responsible for the 
girl’s confusion. Nevertheless, the parents were asked pay for 
Edith’s continued psychiatric treatment, well for her care 
the Girls Club. 

During Edith’s initial stay the Club, the conflict between her 
and her parents became readily apparent. Edith visited her parents 
and always returned greatly upset. Her parents, the 
other hand, could not accept the fact that they were not permitted 
visit her and tried various ways see her. 


Edith had been the Club for two years when 
casework service was introduced. 
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She was too upset work steadily attend school, but never 
tired her attempts find employment, indicating this way 
her efforts hold reality. the Club, she was rather 
isolate and had many arguments with the girls. She was arrears 
with her rent and refused ask her parents help her. fact, 
she had broken off all connection with her parents because she 
them.” 

first meeting Edith, was impressed with her unattractive, 
unhappy and dishevelled appearance. She brought her in- 
tense feelings loneliness. She had friends the Club among 
the girls, the staff time for her,” and she had broken away 
from her parents for good because “‘they only wanted her for them- 
selves.” She resented them because they spied her and were re- 
sponsible for her nervous breakdown, since they had not taken her 
early enough psychiatrist. the other hand, her longing for 
them became quite obvious when she said that she was worried 
about them because they were ill and need treatment.” She 
wondered why she constantly thought about them, affirming that 
she not really through with them.” sensed her fear 
total separation, offered talk with her parents, and she eagerly 
grasped upon this. 


Casework Help the Parents 


Edith’s parents responded readily offer 
visit them they could not come the Club. 


was impressed with their extremely poor and inadequate living 
conditions, well with their worn and worried appearance. 
They used pour out their worries and unhappiness about 
Edith, and despite language handicap, conveyed alive and 
animated way their affection for their child. Their paramount 
feeling rejection permeated all their thoughts and comments. 
reached climax their expressed hostility against Edith’s psy- 
chiatrist, made her worse and not better, made her hate us.” 


Yet, they were ready listen when indicated the 
natural drive every adolescent 
pendence. 


They realized that could not force Edith visit them, but 
that appreciated their yearning. sensed their eagerness for 
regular contact with their desire help Edith and work 
with me. Since they felt rejected and ignored the agency, they 
refused come the office and agreed visit them, least 
for the present. 


Edith did not work steadily during these months, 
and financial arrangements had worked out 
with her parents. The parents used what they con- 
sidered their only weapon—money. They refused 
pay for their daughter’s support, thus trying force 
her return home. Finally they agreed pay, but 
refused entrust the money Edith insisting 
paying directly the Club. this connection, they 
expressed for the first time hostility against Edith. 


threw away our money, she had regard for us, she ex- 
ploited us, and went her own merry way—she was bad child.” 
helped them understand that their distrust was one the most 
disturbing factors their relationship. While agreed that Edith 
did not know how budget, indicated her need for their under- 
standing and offered help all them. They finally decided 
give Edith the weekly rent, definite amount for clothing and for 
her personal allowance. 
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Edith responded with joy that for the first time 
her life her parents trusted her. However, the parents 
and Edith needed constant help with this arrange- 
ment. 


Edith spent her money foolishly and her parents either gave her 
large sums money else pleaded poverty, complaining her 
wastefulness. While did not minimize Edith’s difficulties, held 
firmly the fact that she needed experience consistent parental 
support before she could more responsible. 


Another major issue during this period was the 
parents’ insistence change psychiatrists. 
Edith reacted violently their request, recalling the 
many other times they had forced her this, 
thus preventing her from getting well.” How- 
ever, she calmed down when she recognized the 
difference her present situation: She could count 
our help. 

Because the mother’s acute illness, 
quently saw the father alone. 


told about their extreme anxiety when the doctor stated 
that wanted make “Fifth Avenue girl” Edith! implied 
total separation! Mr. Hauser then spoke for the first time his 
and his wife’s longing for children and their joy when Edith was 
born after nine years marriage. When discussed Edith’s 
growing and desire become independent, Mr. Hauser remem- 
bered his own adolescence the country” and his decision 
leave his parents for better life the When sug- 
gested that Edith certainly did not plan far-away coun- 
try, voiced sadly his feeling great distance from her though 
they were both the same city. Gradually, realized that and 
his wife had tried hold their old way living while Edith, 
like most other children, grew with the ideas and ideals new 
generation. 


result this interview, Mr. Hauser agreed 
that Edith resume treatment with psychiatrist who 
was approved the agency. 

During this period, the parents expressed their un- 
happiness because they had sick child and finally 
verbalized their guilt this respect. the whole, 
they were better able hold their own and were less 
swayed Edith’s often unreasonable demands. 
they were relieved some the anxiety about Edith 
they began build different life for themselves. 
They redecorated their apartment 
guests. They accompanied Edith different affairs 
and this way experienced feeling belonging 
each other. They even realized plan long stand- 
ing, and took better apartment 
project. 

After the first year, the Hausers began talk 
their own life both present and past. learned 
their manifold feelings deprivation and rejec- 
tion. Neither them had ever known any security 
stability and they realized how much their mis- 
trust they had carried over Edith. 
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Casework Help the Girl 


Edith recognized her ambivalent feelings toward her parents 
with increasing clarity: want them and don’t want them.” 
While she began recall positive things her parents had done for 
her, she was resentful and angry because they wanted her cling 
them. helped her see that this occurred some extent all 
relationships between parents and adolescents. Also she realized 
how many her feelings toward her parents she carried over 
the girls here the Club, and gradually began understand her 
own part relation others. 

the end six months, several changes had taken place: 
Edith had begun function more integrated way, looked 
more presentable, went school regularly and held part-time 
job. Moreover, she visited her parents regularly and shared with 
them some her wishes and concerns. While she still had violent 
arguments with them and often returned from these visits greatly 
upset, Edith never once threatened them discussed with 
curtailing her visits. 

Her parents, too, result our interviews, and particularly 
because their more regular contacts with Edith, were less tense, 
anxious and suspicious. 

the next six months, Edith did increasingly well school. 
Her attention span increased did the coherence and organization 
her speech. She became aware her often righteous and provoc- 
ative manner, well her feeling that the world owed her 
something because her illness. Slowly, she realized how destruc- 
tively she used her illness, and began consider other people—her 
parents, well the girls—as separate human beings. 


Edith also showed signs increasing independence 
many the areas daily living, and her relation- 
ship her parents was characterized increas- 
ing freedom, stability, and spontaneity. 


Her greater ability consider other people’s needs was indi- 
cated most clearly relation her new roommate, with whom 
she became close friends, while the past nobody had wanted 
room with her. Edith welcomed this girl, refugee, warmly and 
introduced her American customs with great patience. 

The change her relationship her parents became apparent 
when Edith initiated discussion about returning them when 
they moved the new apartment. Edith, well her parents, ex- 
pressed fear possible failure, well their desire live to- 
gether, and together recognized that such arrangement 
could only work all were prepared compromise and accept 
each other’s differences. 

During her vacation, Edith agreed work her parents’ store 
part-time basis. This indicated her greater acceptance her 
parents and the definite change their relationship. 


Summary and Conclusions 


never cease impressed with the unfailing 
strength, the courage and sincerity, the deep-felt 
desire for help and the constant readiness respond 
many parents. The Hausers’ life, which 
always was hard struggle, seemed too difficult 
bear when they learned their daughter’s mental 
illness. Their feelings failure and guilt mounted 
when she did not return home, but went live the 
Girls Club and they were not permitted visit her. 
Since their anxious and often clumsy attempts for 
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relationship with their daughter were discouraged 
and rejected, they went hiding,” feeling hurt 
and ignored. Realizing their need for acceptance, 
contrary the usual agency practice, offered 
visit them and continued because strength- 
ened their self-respect. They had test interest 
and sincere wish help them. Their adamant in- 
sistence change psychiatrist was but one 
instance. accepted their great fear their 
daughter.” the other hand, helped them 
understand that the agency had approve the 
doctor were work with him. believed that 
their yielding this respect indicated their beginning 
trust the agency and their realization our re- 
spect for them. 

Money matter paramount importance the 
relationship between parents and children, im- 
perative that help the parents with the require- 
ment that they give their daughters the entire 
weekly allotment. the case the Hausers, 
gives parents opportunity realize and face the 
fact that their children are growing up. This 
particularly crucial issue working with adolescents 
and their parents; for have constantly aware 
the adolescent drive assume adult responsibili- 
ties and the deep conflict the parent who attempts 
hold his child keeping him dependent 
the vital areas everyday living. 


The Parents’ Conflict 


The Hausers, unlike many other parents, discussed 
very directly their relationship their daughter be- 
cause the central point around which all their 
thoughts operate. Yet, believe that the determining 
factor relationship with them was readiness 
listen them—to their nostalgic 
memories the past, their concerns and wishes for 
the present; their hopes and fears for the future. 
helped them evaluate their own part all these 
experiences, they recognized some their basic atti- 
tudes and its effect upon their relationship Edith. 
Thus, they began change their everyday life, 
gain more self-confidence and self-respect, and 
their rights and responsibilities relation 
their daughter. 

There are other parents who find almost impos- 
sible their beginning with the agency discuss the 
problem their relationship with their children, be- 
cause fraught with such tremendous anxiety and 
tension. child placement workers, were often 
afraid touch with the parent upon any area which 
not directly related the child placement. Yet, 
our contact with the parent based the fact that 
are caring for his child. Thus, are help the 
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children, our discussions with the parents must, from 
time time, veer away from the child. help the 
parents with their problems they emerge rela- 
tion the conflict their parenthood which initially 
brought them the agency, they will respond our 
interest and able use our help. 


The Child’s Ambivalence 


our work with young adults placement, 
must particularly attuned the delicate balance 
their relationship their parents. want them, 
and don’t want them,” Edith expressed 
aptly. They want considered responsible adults, 
yet they want cared for many respects. One 
moment they never want see their parents again, 
the next they will ask for their protection and sup- 
port. helping young people with this basic and 
universal conflict, need guard against identify- 
ing too closely with their verbalized drive toward 
independence. 

Thus, contradictions her behavior made 
acutely aware Edith’s powerful bond her par- 
ents. recognized her need for our help, well the 
needs her parents unravel the intricate knots 
confusion, bewilderment, guilt and fear their rela- 
tionships. direct contact with the parents, how- 
ever, depended readiness let have 
this connection and her belief that considered 
her young adult. When she 
gained conviction respect for her intense 
efforts get well” and appreciation for her 
many conflicts, she could trust offer help 
her well her parents. 

reiterate, must guard against identifying 
too closely with the adolescents’ desire con- 
sidered and the tendency minimize 
the importance our contact with the parents. 
work with the adolescent alone, place too heavy 
burden him and negate his strong parental ties. 

The relationship their parents holds deep mean- 
ing for all young people and takes added and 
poignant significance for the adolescents 
ment. The necessity separation heightens their in- 
security, their ambivalence, their fear losing the 
connection with their parents. Therefore, they need 
our sustained help affirming the natural tie be- 
tween them. 

help parents and their children clarify the 
confusion their respective relationships, they 
learn accept themselves and each other separate 
human beings. Thus, they become aware their in- 
dividual rights and responsibilities and can trust the 
everlasting bond the child-parent relationship. 
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SYMPOSIUM STATUS PARENTS CHILDREN 


Editor’s Note: recently published article the status parents during placement Mr. Alan Keith-Lucas, Associate Professor, 
University North Carolina.* Mr. Keith-Lucas suggested that the expressions “legal custody” and “guardianship (of the 
used Courts and agencies exact terms. The former term should relate the rights and duties transferred the Court agency 
cases neglect; the latter those rights and duties retained the parent, such the right consent adoption and the duty 
support, removable only complete termination parental rights, not included under either term. Mr. Keith-Lucas also suggested 
that voluntary placements the parent would transfer the equivalent custody agreement; that guardianship could further 
legally reassigned the parent became unavailable, failed carry out his duties exercise his rights during the placement 
period, accordance with the maxim that every child has right have both custody and guardianship exercised responsibly his 
Stating that guardianship should always exist outside the agency’s structure, personal tie for the child and means 
representing the child’s individual interests with the agency and the Court, Mr. Keith-Lucas discussed the implications such defini- 
tions for work with parents placed children, particularly relation parental status and responsibility and the relationship 


Court and agency. 


view questions which have been raised connection with some these concepts, are glad present the following discus- 


sions this article. 


Discussion: 


Justine Wise Polier 
Children’s Division 
Domestic Relations Court 


New York, 


has raised serious problems 
his use the word “status,” problems that concern 
not the parents children foster care, 
but also problems concerning their rights and their 
roles parents. Legal rights and duties parents 
may vary from state state and under different cir- 
cumstances according the interpretation the 
Common Law our Courts, statutory law, tradition 
and the mores the community. Such rights are not 
absolute and may meaningful for one purpose and 
one setting while far less for another purpose 
situation. The status position parents their 
own eyes, the eyes their children and the com- 
munity presents other problems. The role the 
parent relationship his child and his way 
functioning parent, present yet third set 
problems for consideration, though all these prob- 
lems are inevitably interrelated. 


Solution Not Clarifying Semantics Alone 


If, Mr. Keith-Lucas has done, use the word 
“status” cover these three areas the problems 
parents children foster care, find soon be- 
comes clear that the problems cannot solved 
more exact legal thinking definition alone, though 
clarification legal rights and duties would un- 
doubtedly prove helpful. The problems these areas 
reflect rather the confused thinking and action con- 


Keith-Lucas, Alan, “Status Parents Children Foster 
Care,” WELFARE, June, 1953, 
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cerning dependent, neglected and delinquent children 
and the vast chasm between professional social work 
and practice its best, and the general level 
child care this country. 

Social agencies who work with children are becom- 
ing increasingly aware the importance the parent 
the child; the supreme importance child 
sense belonging parent, or, when this 
longer possible, even seeming belong parent 
the eyes his peers. This promises much the 
welfare children well the status parents. 

course, there are many situations which 
not possible work with parent, but there are more 
which sensitive, creative thinking directed 
building rebuilding the parent-child relationship 
can achieve much. The inadequacies parent, the 
sense guilt, the sense failure with the child play 
part making this difficult task. also true, 
Mr. Keith-Lucas points out, that there seems 
somewhat hollow ring the avowed purpose 
strengthening home when has lost its meaning 
home because the child has been removed. These 
are all real factors and often inevitable. But there 
another factor which has long shadowed the efforts 
achieve better parent-child relationship and 
strengthen the home preparation for the child’s 
return. Here the rethinking the status the parent 
has special meaning because the difficulties are not 
inherent part the situation nor the result laws 
that may appear roadblocks. refer the attitude 
professional personnel all along the line the 
child-placing process. 


Reexamining the Basis for Placement 


One cannot seriously consider what sound basis 
for determining parental rights after child has been 
placed away from home without first examining the 
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basis which the serious decision for placement 
made, either with without the consent the 
parent parents having full custody and all parental 
rights the time such placement. 

When teacher, social worker, juvenile aid 
worker, department welfare staff Court proba- 
tion officer initiates action directed placing child, 
his attitude toward the parent has telling effect. 
The procedures Court include the judicial han- 
dling the case, the interpretation placement 
probation staff, and the intake worker the 
agency accepting the child. Each step the proce- 
dure important piece the mosaic developed 
the parent moulds attitudes not only toward his child 
and the agency which his child sent, but to- 
ward himself parent. 

foster home institution with the consent one 
both parents, placed for multitude reasons. 
These factors vary not only with the economic, social 
and emotional problems that cause the parent seek 
agree placement, but with the age, sex, religion, 
race, intelligence, emotional problems and even ap- 
pearance the child. They also vary with the philos- 
ophy and attitudes the public agency authorized 
arrange placement, and the private agencies that 
may have initiated the referrals whom the child 
may referred well with the facilities available. 

human terms this means that the attractive, in- 
telligent child six seven whose mother may have 
left him alone apartment while she spent night 
away from home under questionable circumstances 
more likely placed quickly. But the dull, adoles- 
cent boy, morose and increasingly withdrawn, may 
left home month after month while his mother 
leaves him not just for single night but repeatedly. 
She may eager have the child placed. human 
terms also means that the dramatic situations re- 
ported that reflect parent’s violation our moral 
code may lead swifter placement than more basic 
deterioration the home with continuing evidence 
mental and emotional incapacity assume par- 
ental responsibility. 


Agency Often Fails Work with Parent 


similar fashion the placements neglected and 
delinquent children Children’s Court too often 
vary with these factors more than with the possibility 
responsibility helping parents and child the 
home proper continuing help treatment made 
available. The failure private and public agencies 
provide treatment facilities within the community 
when needed, and the overburdening staff the 
Children’s Court makes intensive probation work 
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real supervision the home all but impossible for 
large proportion children placed. These gaps 
service inevitably lead too rapid placement the 
easy-to-place child. Likewise, the highly selective in- 
take most private agencies who plan programs 
terms tradition only, for the most appealing chil- 
dren, for those likely succeed,” adds 
the likelihood placing children who might have 
been helped home and closes the doors those 
most desperately need foster care. Another ele- 
ment considered the personal judgment, atti- 
tude, philosophy, ethics, prejudices and rationals 
the public authority determining the placement. 

Unless those who have accepted responsibility for 
children placement are willing concern them- 
selves with the placement, and are ready 
lend every effort build upon the strengths 
parents and children, not only when separated but 
their mutual relationship from the beginning their 
contact, they are, fact, helping attenuate the 
family relationship. the child care field, too 
often permit parent and child drift apart—not 
through conscious decision that this best for the 
child, but through not being aware what either 
parent child needed build rebuild their rela- 
tionship, through lack active concern meet 
this need. Rigid spacing visits for parents, formal 
circumstances that have made visits period 
humiliation frustration for parents and child, 
attitude superiority condescension toward 
parents who have failed, over-identification with the 
child the product the agency and under- 
identification with the parent who produced the child 
each contribute such attenuation. The placement 
agencies need rethink their responsibilities rela- 
tionship with parents. 


First Responsibility, Strengthen Family 


Repeatedly hear private agencies express the 
opinion that they should entrusted with full re- 
sponsibility for the care the child, but that the 
responsibility the public agency (paying the bill) 
work with the parents. Such attitudes are in- 
timately related the general failure social agen- 
cies strengthen the family relationship that the 
technical legal confusion seems but minor in- 
evitable by-product. 

The failure provide adequate professional serv- 
ices help the child his own home, build 
strengthen the family relationship whenever child 
placed the extent which that possible, has 
also led another form confusion law and 
practice. have not been willing terminate, 
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS 


Heinz Foundation Supports Adoption Project 
the United States today there 


growing public understanding and acceptance the 
fact that the public’s interest best served adop- 
tions are effected through professionally qualified, 
licensed social agencies. This may not apparent 
certain localities, but looking over the country 
whole readily recognized. 


Recent legislation, action allied professional 
groups defining their ethical responsibility for 
adoptions, changes public opinion reflected 
popular magazines and newspapers, all support this 
conclusion. 


Happily, coincident with this trend, there wide- 
spread work taking place adoption agencies di- 
rected toward reexamining adoption practices and 
policies, more effective administration adoption 
agencies and more adequate training professional 
staff. Well-conceived research projects and healthy 
debate the validity long-accepted practices re- 
flect major concern with establishing the scientific 
base adoption practice. Through these efforts and 
holding this attitude inquiry adoption agen- 
cies will able justify the public acceptance 
their services. 


Because the foresighted support the Heinz 
Foundation Pittsburgh, the League, following re- 
quests from member agencies, has been able begin 
important project add our fundamental 
knowledge adoption. Participants our 1951 
Adoption Workshop will recall our desire secure 
better data based scientific findings which affect 
adoption practices. The Heinz Foundation will enable 
advance the work this direction. 


The plan this project follows: Using the 
published report the study adoption practices 
ing geneticist, anthropologist, sociologist, child de- 
velopment specialist, child psychiatrist and physician 
(pediatrician) prepare précis the research 
his field that has bearing the validity current 
adoption practice. sense are asking the 
geneticist, for example, present facts developed 
his field that support present adoption practices, indi- 
cate scientifically that they are invalid which, 
the light current scientific evidence, are still unde- 
termined. Necessarily the views the geneticist 
certain practice may differ from those the psychi- 
atrist. The problem resolving the differences be- 
tween the various fields that the adoption 
specialist. Representatives from law and religion will 
also asked present their views current adop- 
tion practices the light the thinking their own 
disciplines. 

the fall 1954 conference will held which 
the scientists participating will meet with representa- 


Report Second Workshop held New York City under 
auspices Child Welfare League America, May 1951; Adoption 
Practices, Procedures and Problems, March, 1952. 
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tives the nation’s adoption agencies discuss the 
implications their findings. 


hope that from this project can identify cer- 
tain confirmed principles, practices and procedures 
and give them wide circulation the adoption field 
and allied professions. also hope that this con- 
ference will result pointing areas that need 
further research and outlining means which this 
research can accomplished. The project should 
stimulate accelerated program and 
widen avenues communication between allied pro- 
fessions and sciences the adoption field. 


The League has been gathering supporting data for 
this project. advisory committee the project 
will appointed shortly give broad guidance for 
its most fruitful administration. 


Reip 


Director 


Holiday Giving 


the season holidays approaches, are re- 
minded the many opportunities the children’s 
agency has for turning celebrations into genuinely 
helpful experiences for all concerned. believe the 
enthusiasm for large-scale parties and indiscriminate 
giving waning recognize the deeper values 
inherent more individual approach, values for 
the one who gives well the one who receives. 
this connection would like refer you again 
report holiday giving made inter-agency 
group New York City which appeared 
WELFARE last year! and which advocates ideas and 
encourages planning which the League warmly en- 
dorses. 


The child trouble, whether home foster 
care, can particularly vulnerable holiday time 
with all the emotional and psychological connotations 
involved the exchange gifts—symbols the 
love and good will that may have been denied 
that may not yet able trust. all other 
important aspects his day-by-day living, planning 
for the holidays should become part the agency’s 
casework service. should not separate enter- 
prise wholly conceived and directed outside groups 
whatever their resources for largess. Experience has 
shown that the altruism and warmheartedness 
such groups often expands they appreciate the 
greater values protecting the integrity the child 
and the giver and can develop into invaluable and 
continuing interest. part public relations pro- 
gram, the board, executive and staff, the children’s 
agency has obvious responsibility take the lead 
helping direct the annual flow citizen interest 
and generosity into holiday giving that truly con- 
structive. 


Mayer, Anna B., “Holiday Giving Studied Inter-Agency 
Committee,” December, 1952, 14. 
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CONFERENCES—1954 


Eastern Regional Conference 


February 
Hotel Berkeley-Carteret 
Asbury Park, New Jersey 


Chairman: Mr. Louis Sobel, Executive Director 
Jewish Child Care Association 
New York City 


Central Regional Conference 


March 11, 12, (Tentative) 
William Penn Hotel 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Chairman: Perry Hall, Executive Secretary 
Family and Childrens Service 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


South Pacific Regional Conference 


March 18, 19, 
Miramar Hotel 
Santa Monica, California 


Chairman: Mr. Karl Glou, Assistant Director 
Vista Del Mar Child Care Service 
Los Angeles 34, California 


Northwest Regional Conference 
March 22, 23, 
(Place announced) 


Chairman: George Fahey, Board Member 
Washington Children’s Home Society 
Seattle, Washington 


Southern Regional Conference 


April 
George Washington Hotel 
Jacksonville, Florida 


Chairman: Miss Frances Davis, Acting Assistant State Director 


Florida Department Public Welfare 
Jacksonville, Florida 


Midwest Regional Conference 

April 

Hotel Morrison 

Chicago, 

Chairman: Roman Haremski, Superintendent 
Division Child Welfare 
Department Public Welfare 
Springfield, 


Southwest Regional Conference 


April 14, 15, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Chairman: Charles Leopold, Executive Director 


Family and Children’s Service 
Oklahoma City Oklahoma 


New England Regional 


May 24, 
Wentworth-by-the-Sea 
New Hampshire 


Chairman: Linwood Brown, Executive Director 
Sweetser Children’s Home 
Saco, Maine 
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National Conference Social Work 


May 9-12 

Atlantic City, 

League Headquarters: Hotel Ambassador 

League Program Committee Chairman: 
Miss Daisy Young, Chief 
Bureau Children’s Services 
Department Welfare and Institutions 
429 Belvidere St. 
Richmond, Va. 


MARY BORETZ AWARD FOR 1954 


may now submitted for the 
1954 Mary Boretz Award. This Award was 
created friends Miss Boretz tribute her 
great leadership child welfare and administered 
the Child Welfare League America. Two grants 
$250 and $150 respectively are awarded 
annually for manuscripts which the judgment 
the Award Committee make the most significant 
contribution the field child welfare. The decision 
the Committee will final. While book rights are 
retained the writer, the League will publish 
selected manuscripts either WELFARE 
pamphlets. 

Requirements for the submission manuscripts 
are follows: 


Manuscripts must deal with subject matter 
the field child welfare, and should based 
practical, current experience the writer’s 
own sphere activity. 


The material presented should stimulate new 
thinking the field child welfare. 


Students, well board members and profes- 
sional workers, are invited submit material. 
statement professional qualifications, the 
case workers; agency and office 
held, the case board members; affiliation 
with school social work, the case stu- 
dents should accompany the manuscript. 


Manuscripts may from 4,000 6,000 words 
length, and should presented five copies 
facilitate reading the judges. 


Manuscripts must reach the League office not 
later than February 1954. 


hoped that the contest will stimulate literary 
efforts the part workers and students the 
child welfare field that experience and knowledge 
gained practice might have wider audience. 

Inquiries should addressed the Information 
and Publications Department, Child Welfare League 
America, 345 East 46th Street, New York 17, 
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SYMPOSIUM STATUS PARENTS 
CHILDREN FOSTER CARE 


(Continued from page 


fact and law, parental rights those situations 
where all the evidence shows that there hope for 
the child ever knowing home with his own parents. 
have sentimentally talked about protecting the 
fiction legal parental rights where there was 
meaning such rights, and have failed help 
parents make meaningful their rights, privileges and 
duties where they are capable doing so. Indeed, 
many hundreds children whose parent parents 
are unwilling unable provide home parental 
relationship any sense the word are permitted 
into the outside world with real relationships and 
with sense belonging, because the parents 
relatives visit only once year, because the 
parent having custody hospital for mental 
illness. Too often these children are never considered 
for adoptive placement and the justification ra- 
tionale the parental rights.” the 
same time, institutions and foster care agencies are 
permitted continue care for children year and 
year out without once exploring the possibilities 
restoring the child parents, sisters, brothers 
other relative that may have healthy family 
life case available. Repeatedly over the years 
have seen the failure child care agencies ex- 
plore possible family leads. Indeed have even seen 
actual discouragement such efforts with assump- 
tion legal rights not possessed the child care 
agencies. 


Improved Practice Can Improve Law 


wise man wrote many years ago that help 
people one must find them where they are. Our intake 
services, placement services, and child care services 
have too often sought aid children without concern 
and respect for parents real effort find them 
where they were. Parents need found not only 
geographically, but also intellectually and emotion- 
ally. Parents need treated that they have 
every encouragement their best selves are 
strengthen, not weaken, the parent-child relation- 
ship. With this spirit, laws can improved. Without 
the law will remain confusing, cold, and too often 
dead letter. 

Social workers can much through legislation 
improve the status and role parents children 
foster care. The effort work along these lines 
should also help clarify and secure laws needed 
safeguard and protect the legal rights parents. 
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Discussion: 


Dorothy Waite* 


Assistant Director, Division for Children and Youth 
State Department Public Welfare 
Wisconsin 


For the past year, the Division for Children and 
Youth has been working with Juvenile Court 
Judges Advisory Committee the area covered 
the paper Mr. Keith-Lucas. This Advisory Com- 
mittee representative the State Juvenile Court 
Judges Association and meets quarterly with repre- 
sentatives the Division. Concern has been ex- 
pressed regarding the transfer custody and transfer 
guardianship the Juvenile Courts our agency. 

The Courts commit children either tem- 
porary permanent arrangement; the permanent 
guardianship gives the responsibility and author- 
ity place for adoption and includes termination 
parental rights. have been aware that with the 
temporary commitments, only transfer custody 
made and that have continuing responsibility 
work with parents toward final solution, either 


the return the child the home the parent, 


arrangements for permanent commitment. have 
also been aware that temporary commitments 
the parents for various consents, such 
medical care. However, have had fairly clear-cut 
statements from some courts that the transfer 
custody from parents grounds neglect, the 
Court delegates the agency the responsibility for 
the welfare the child and doing gives the 
agency the right control visiting the best inter- 
ests the child. Likewise, Courts have made clear 
that the agency cannot return children parents 
when the child has been removed grounds neg- 
lect without going back the Court for review. 
This has seemed very logical us. have not 
wanted take children into Court could give 
service outside the Court, and when judicial re- 
view has found that the child’s best interests will 
served transfer custody child caring agency, 
have agreed with the Court that this places limits 
the parents’ rights although they retain certain 
responsibilities. like manner agree that the situ- 
ation sufficiently serious require the Court’s 
participation any decision restore the full rights 
the parents. 

This material was developed consultation with Miss Ruth 


Werner, Supervisor Placement Services, Wisconsin State Divi- 
sion Children and Youth. 
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Court Has Continuing Role 


This varies somewhat from Mr. Keith-Lucas’ state- 
ment which raises question the continuing 
responsibility the Court and suggests that the 
Court should reassign but not hold powers relation 
the ultimate solution the child’s situation. 
wonder what implication this has regarding the ade- 
quacy the agency carrying very real responsi- 
bility for the lives children under its care. 

Perhaps need clarify our concept the role 
the Juvenile Court institution with genuine 
concern for children. see entirely ad- 
ministrative body for the most part, see 
Court which concerned about children who come 
under its jurisdiction until there has been perma- 
nent determination? think that the latter concept 
would more nearly come within our understanding. 

Our Division has frequently been calling the atten- 
tion the Court the number temporary com- 
mitments which there transfer custody with 
the parent retaining certain rights. The Courts have 
expressed their interest having annual reports 
children whom they have placed temporary com- 
mitments agencies order that they may continue 
participate planning toward permanent solu- 
tion the child’s problem. the light this, 
would difficult for accept the concept that 
would have further responsibility the Court 
these cases but rather would responsible the 
parent. 


Parents’ Rights Are Relative 


recognize that have been negligent times 
the area the work with the child’s own parents. 
However, our approach this would somewhat 
different from that suggested the paper: 

“It the testing out present situation, and eventual 
regaining legal custody, give this present status well 
what has gone 


possible, want our workers know the parents 
and able assess—on the basis the life ex- 
perience and the present adjustment the parents— 
the strengths and weaknesses which the parents have 
for assuming the responsibilities parenthood. the 
parents seem have desire and the strength, with 
help, develop the qualities necessary assume the 
responsibilities parenthood, want work with 
them toward that end. If, however, are aware that 
the parents not have the basic strengths necessary, 
hope that our workers may engage helping re- 
lationship with the parents which will mean that the 
parent will able permit the child enter into 
more productive parent-child relationship with the 
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foster parents adoptive parents, through relin- 
quishing the day-to-day responsibility for the child. 
Undoubtedly the goal the same, help the child 
have satisfying and productive life experience. 
seems, however, that the approach this goal 
quite different. follow the concepts outlined 
the paper, with considerable emphasis upon the 
rights parents, have found our experience 
that the children suffer. This because exerting 
their rights, the parents frequently succeed pre- 
venting the child from having meaningful relation- 
ship with foster parents and the child moves from one 
foster home the other while the parent tests out his 
feelings toward the child, frequently through criti- 
cism foster parents. 

not recognize the rights parents and want 
work with them, but question whether 
put the rights parents first and the rights chil- 
dren second. wonder whether the agency whom 
the children are committed really needs outside 
person other than the Court, maintain these rela- 


tionships. 


CREATIVE EVALUATION DAY CARE 
PROGRAMS 


does not live bread alone,” nor chil- 
dren. The art even more than the science child 
care points the importance the “how,” the 
the “when,” and the well the 
“what,” the application our knowledge about 
the group living young children. Too often 
the “right” thing the wrong time, the wrong 
way, for the wrong reason. Then might well 
have remained undone, far any benefit the 
child himself concerned. For instance, give 
child the most excellent meal time when too 
tired and exhausted digest enjoy it, 
benefit him whatever. require that children 
sleep remain their cots after they are fully 
rested and wide awake, can form cruel re- 
straint. keep children too long sedentary ac- 
tivities with opportunity stretch their muscles, 
works great hardship children whose minds and 
bodies demand activity. Young children learn far 
more doing than they can possibly learn ex- 
tensive verbal instructions. The subtle art conduct- 
ing good day care program lies the areas good 
timing, flexible planning, the release creative ideas 
and energies, the creating honest good feeling, the 
anticipation next steps, making allowances for in- 

*From paper presented Child Welfare League Section, 
National Conference Social Work, May, 1951. 
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dividual differences, helping children understand 
and accept each other, resolving difficulties without 
causing anxiety guilt and encouraging children 
improve their skills and increase their knowledge, 
they 
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gradually learn accept the demands group 


Let not expect too much too soon our young 
children, but rather nourish their needs for com- 
panionship and play from the very beginning their 
nursery school experience with much understand- 
ing and support possible. 

The following questions can give our cues 
evaluating day care program creatively, and as- 
sess comprehensive and fundamental sense: 


the general atmosphere comfortable, pleasant and 
friendly? Have the children developed sense trust the 
adults with whom they spend their days? 

the tempo life the children’s own tempo, neither push- 
ing them into tense acceleration, nor slowing them down 
until life drags? 


Are the children really interested what they are doing? 


Are they happily absorbed are they merely going 
through superficial motions? 

Are the voices children and adults natural, neither 
hushed that you can hear pin drop, nor strident that 
tension and pressure are once apparent? The sounds 
children’s activities full swing are good. Normal voices 
talking, laughing, singing; children moving about, hammer- 
ing, sawing, building, are all good sounds. 

Are the children’s faces the whole, open, expressive, and 
relaxed, rather than covered, enigmatic, anxious tense? 
Are the children’s questions really heard and answered 
the adults, are they ignored, postponed? 

Are the children’s own ideas valued and recognized the 
teacher the one who promulgates all the ideas? 

Are the children functioning individuals are they all 
doing the same thing the same way the same time? 
the children’s work displayed, only the teacher’s? 
the children’s eye level the adult’s? 

the children’s work all identical does show differences 
individual ideas and ways expressing them? 

the child trouble given help? Does the teacher ever 
use her lap her arms for children, she aloof, unsym- 
pathetic and rigid? 

there concern and understanding for the child who 
overly aggressive well for the child who bullied? For 
the withdrawn child well the young charmer? 

Does the exceptional demanding child get the lion’s share 
the teacher’s time and attention the adult truly 
aware the needs each and every member her group? 
there one single correct way doing something, and 
every other solution suggestion necessarily wrong? Are 
mistakes unforgivable are they accepted something 
children learn by, something that happens the best 
families well the best nursery schools? 

Are behaviour standards based the child’s readiness and 
are they developed slowly, there rigid code ethics 
and manners imposed all children all times and all 
costs? 

Does the teacher use shame, ridicule and punishment 
means discipline? Does she compare one child with an- 
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other, stimulating competition between them? Does she 
depend such devices gold stars good marks 
achieve her ends? does she try establish every child’s 
status the group appreciation his unique con- 
tribution and accepting him individual his own 
right? 


Does the teacher make special and elaborate preparations 


impress visitors does the regular, everyday program 
have validity and stand its own merits? 

Are children given advance notice before their play periods 
end are they abruptly interrupted and told put their 
toys and play materials away? Are the changes from one 
activity another accepted and easy are they distressing 
and confusing? 


Are the rooms set attractively well functionally? 
Are the planned prevent unnecessary 
interference collision? Are there protected areas set aside 
for block play, for housekeeping activities, for quiet enjoy- 
ment picture books, painting easel? Are there 
secluded nooks and corners which children may withdraw 
when they want interval quiet temporary solitude 
well areas set for more active and noisy play? 


there well-planned program which gives stability and 


regularity the day, with sufficient variety and flexibility 
provide for new experiences? some exploration, adven- 
ture and experimentation the children encouraged? 


children take turns and share merely because the teacher 
tells them to, are they learning gradually understand 
the give and take group living? 

Are set standards achievement established the teacher 
for all children, advance their activities? are children 
encouraged initiate and create according their own 
best efforts? 


mealtime pleasant, relaxed and conversational time? 


the teachers and the children eat together the 
teachers sit apart, serve the children first and then eat later, 
having special food for themselves? 


the children participate preparing for the meal? 


they help set and clear the tables, take turns serving 
each other and get their own desserts? 


the furniture child-sized and the equipment appropriate 
the stage development the children who use it? Are 
the furnishings home-like and attractive? Does the room 
seem comfortable? informal and are the play materials 
conveniently arranged and easily accessible the children? 


Does every child have his own locker, cubbyhole drawer 


which can keep his own possessions? 
there opportunity for both indoor and outdoor activity, 


for large muscle activity such running and climbing, lift- 
ing and carrying, pushing and pulling? 


Are children constantly being up” before and after 
activities, such mealtime, outdoor play, toiletting, having 
drink water, etc.? the children move from place 
place from activity activity under supervision but 
easily and naturally like members large family 
home? 


there cooperative spirit among the members the staff, 
there antagonism, bickering and conniving? 


there friendly and cooperative relationship with parents, 
are they only when their child has 
there interchange information and understanding 
between parents and staff, that the home and the nursery 
can work together for the benefit the child? Consistent 
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attitudes and approach give reassurance and security 


children. 


32. there good health program with medical supervision? 
Are children required have physical examination 
doctor before being admitted the nursery? 

33. Does every member the staff have physical examination 


and chest X-ray the time employment and regular 
intervals thereafter? 


Are accurate, up-to-date and comprehensive records kept 
regarding health, attendance, and personality develop- 
ment? Are they well used are they merely filed away? 

the day care program part the community’s planning 
for child care services, isolated service, neither 
recognized nor integrated into the life the neighborhood? 

Just kittens purr when peace with the world, 

children give out unmistakable signs and sounds 
when they are peace with themselves and with 
their world. Creative evaluation, seems me, 
recognizes these signs and their significance. Growing 
the human young accompanied insati- 
able desire learn, whether home, school 
day care center. Our goal give young children 
the opportunity use their potentialities vitally and 
fully, broaden their horizons, increase their 
awareness themselves and others, help them 
increase their knowledge and improve their judg- 
ment and their skills, give them opportunities 
use their initiative and creativity. Life the early 
years, those that follow, must dynamic, not 
static; vital, not indifferent; healthy, not infirm; 
rhythmic, not pressured; positive and constructive 
order good. Every stage growth involves 
the full canvas one’s life, not few brushstrokes 
and life all stages can productive. Maturing 
achieved along the way through the process human 
living. The early years are the key years those that 
follow. 


GOLDSMITH 
Chief, Division Day Care and Foster Homes 
Bureau Child Health, New York City 


NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


Exchange Worker Visits Germany 


Editor’s Note: The author was one group 
eight people social welfare invited four-week 
tour Germany guests the West German Federal 
Republic. 


that first day, rode along the Rhine 
glass-topped bus from Frankfurt Bonn, first 
impression was that Germany looked just had 
always imagined would, only more so. was early 
August, and school was just over this region. All 
the little boys really wore lederhosen, and the little 
girls, many with short aprons over their dresses had 
shiny straight hair pigtails. 
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were group social workers exchange 
tour order learn well see, and were 
soon taken behind the scenes. The people saw 
were working long hours help solve the tremendous 
problems masses refugees, displaced people, 
troubled youth, tired mothers, and children upset 
emotionally and run down physically after being torn 
the roots again and again. These public officials 
and welfare workers tried hard help under- 
stand what had happened and was happening 
their country, the people, and the meaning all. 


Housing Most Pressing Need 

Statistics were given and wrote them down 
our notebooks. Later, toured town, 
visited group families still living war bunkers, 
walked through refugee camp where 5,000 people 
were awaiting uncertain next move, these statistics 
came life. remembered them. Forty-five per 
cent Duesseldorf was destroyed. The city’s first 
problem after the war was replace living units for 
homeless families, terrific task itself. Add 
this thousand refugees from East Germany 
who had come into Duesseldorf, 2,500 the last three 
months. Where put them? What was happening 
family life the meantime? Hamburg, the 
director public welfare told that 300,000 out 
500,000 family apartments were bombed, and date 
only 120,000 have been rebuilt. Some 200 300 
refugees were arriving daily add the problem. 


Education Focused Achievement and Conformity 

Hannover, out elementary schools were 
destroyed, and while some them had been rebuilt, 
the children went school three daily shifts, and 
all year ’round. hot August afternoons saw 
hundreds youngsters coming home from school, 
with business-like briefcases strapped their backs. 
One wished they could have spent the summer 
play, the sun. The days even quite young chil- 
dren were spent school, and home doing school 
work, for educational opportunities beyond elemen- 
tary school are possible only for the very bright boy 
girl. child works hard, and his family pushes him 
toward educational achievement the hope that the 
equivalent our high school, and perhaps even col- 
lege, may possible for him. Others have hope 
for school beyond age 14, and them the life 
apprentice trade the future plan, they strive 
get all they can from the school years available 
during their childhood. One saw these eager young 
apprentices everywhere, hotel waiters, 
bell boys, chambermaids, domestic helpers learn- 
ing later care for chil- 
dren day care centers institutions. America 
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their contemporaries high school are much more 
carefree. 

Small German children are more naive and con- 
forming and less sophisticated than American young- 
sters the same age. visit day camp near 
Cologne for children from the crowded sections 
that city, came upon wide, open grassy area 
where there were various set groups teenage boys 
and girls, each with their leaders. Twenty girls were 
doing exercises and little dance steps the music 
their own singing; boys were engaged circle games, 
with balls—our regulation baseball not played 
Germany. Each child participated, and would have 
been hard imagine one them saying, won’t,” 
don’t feel like it,” and going off himself 
just watching. The counsellors were students from 
physical education college, and the emphasis was 
building muscles and physical skill rather than 
creative play and individual activity. 

Nearby the woods, truly Hansel and Gretel 
setting, the younger children were divided 
groups for less-complicated games, but here again 
there were only organized group activities. These 
children were eager and responsive, would have 
been wonderful for them have paints and paper, 
clay, dolls, cuddle toys, and other equipment which 
conducive individual initiative and self-expression. 
Here, children’s institutions, day nurseries, and 
refugee camps, noted the great dearth play ma- 
terials—all the things that parents America stum- 
ble over they come into the front hall. There has 
not been enough money play leadership available 
provide well-rounded play life for the children. 
One hopes that eventually more will done along 
the lines creative play, rather than the great 
emphasis the group and the strong direction from 
the group leader. 

wondered hopefully several times whether Dr. 
Spock’s! book had been translated into German and 
learned since return that has, but apparently 
his writing not well known there yet, nor has his 
philosophy more relaxed child care made such 
impact has here. 


Family Life Disrupted 

exceptional see family which has the 
privilege living itself family, since almost 
everyone has had double up. The old single family 
house has been divided into many apartments. 
course share one room with her mother. Count- 
less homes have taken relatives from East Ger- 
many and refugees have simply been assigned 


Benjamin Spock, Common Sense Book Baby and Child 
Care, Duell, Sloane and Pierce, New York, 1946. 
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families for housing. Any family fortunate enough 
able finance the building new house can 
only the condition that they provide space for 
persons without shelter. This rule the housing 
authorities. Everyone has had move over, and 
double up, and there the strain living with not 
too welcome relatives, almost complete strangers. 
Family life has been further distorted the fact that 
1,400,000 young people lost their fathers. There are 
more than million widowed mothers, and result 
two wars, population imbalance. 

went see Marienheim, mothers’ rest home, 
the hills, and surrounded forests, with 
wonderful view the valley below. Here group 
mothers and grandmothers was having three-week 
vacation with good food, plenty rest, group sing- 
ing, and few not too strenuous activities, such 
walks through the forest, Sunday morning services 
the village church, and class flower arranging. 
Many mothers throughout Germany are experiencing 
period letdown, and service such this was 
desperately needed. One the staff members ex- 
plained that mother carried great burden 
during the war with the father away and her family 
depending upon her greatly. She had protect 
and care for the children. The tension, excitement and 
need carried many mothers through the war period, 
and through the planning flight from East Ger- 
many, flight, and resettlement. Women drew 
all their strength and resources during those 
desperate times, and now, with the improvement 
conditions generally, there chance unwind and 
relax little. For some has been period too 
great reaction emotionally and physically. was 
prevent these mothers from having complete break- 
down that Marienheim was planned. operates 
year-round basis, with nearly 100 mothers there 
time. 


The Kinderlift 


And then there was the Kinderlift, mass vacation 
planned for 1,000 West Berlin children, some whom 
had come from the East Zone. the Hannover area 
there had been radio appeal for 1,000 families will- 
ing give.a child vacation for four weeks. There 
were many more than 1,000 responses, and all these 
families had visited and evaluated relation 
their ability give particular child good vaca- 
tion. The caseworkers who undertook this job 
ten days worked until midnight for that period. 
The American Army Air Force agreed fly the chil- 
dren over, free. The worker who told this project 
said, ““We didn’t know how were going it, 
but knew must done, and somehow, got 
Miss Hellwig, the Hannover Red Cross, 
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Work 


told the scene when all the children arrived the 
airport, labeled for this family that, for this city 
that town. asked whether wasn’t pretty confusing 
and she said, refugee children are, whole, 
quiet children. They have moved often, army 
tank, cart, horse and wagon, and have learned 
when told stay put, stay.” had some questions 
about this Kinderlift, whether was well move 
these children into new, and another strange 
crowded family home for four weeks, when wasn’t 
absolutely necessary. But didn’t know all the 
story; had only been Germany few weeks, and 
one must know much more order understand 
what good, not good, for these children. 

And went, scene after scene. Americans 
were gradually beginning understand. saw 
problems handled that would have overwhelmed us, 
immense mass problems taken care with efficiency, 
but always with warm understanding human 
values and feelings. Dr. Hans Willbrandt, the 
Berlin Senat, was rightly proud that all the refu- 
gees who have poured into West Berlin (50,000 
March, 1953) not one has been without shelter. They 
had only straw mats, but they also had food and 
heated room. One hot meal day, with second help- 
ings offered, and two other meals were served. Dr. 
Willbrandt told how the staff members the camps 
sometimes become impatient with the excessive de- 
mands the part the refugees for “their rights.” 
always reminded the workers, 
Remember what these people have gone through.” 

were pleased, when toward the end our tour, 
one the German social workers asked whether they 
would hear from again, would this ‘‘all over” 
when boarded our plane return America. 
This worker was not quite ready let after the 
meaningful three days had spent together. And 
the important thing about exchange arrangement 
that continuing program. will never for- 
get our hosts Germany. have become friends 
well professional colleagues. have shared our 
experiences and our thoughts professional prac- 
tices, have established greater mutual under- 
standing. 

Eva 
Director, Lakeside Children’s Center, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


BOOK NOTES 


Wives Stella Applebaum, Public 
Affairs Pamphlet No. 188, Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 
New York, 1952. pp. Price cents. 

This pamphlet very timely subject, and the 
broad and objective approach makes real contribu- 
tion our thinking about “working wives and 
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mothers.” The author has gathered variety 
present-day about working women 
which many only vaguely accept reality. 
many working wives and mothers who still consider 
themselves this objective appraisal the 
arguments for working not working, may very 
helpful. 

The pamphlet vividly written and with good- 
humored perspective. There pretense pro- 
fundity, but the material used interpret the many 
illustrative situations will suggest even the more 
casual reader that much more lies beneath experi- 
ences that are only briefly touched on. 

There are many practical suggestions how 
modern wives and mothers manage the double duties 
their working and homemaking. These all seem 
work out remarkably well. One wonders, however, 
whether such well-organized, capable 
minded women, able run their lives systemati- 
cally are common among human beings. However, 
the author most convincing stating her convic- 
tion that the working wife and mother needs have 
plans and have the cooperation her family 
carrying them out. 

Inlcuded the pamphlet are careful 
tions the importance adequate care for children 
different ages and possible community resources 
for consultation well for day care services. The 
possibility working part-time not working 
all also considered. 

One might wish that the concept “time out for 
were presented less duty, and with 
more the sense real enjoyment and satisfaction 
can bring. This seems desirable spite the fact 
that the focus the pamphlet working and how 
best manage you want need to. 

Throughout the pamphlet, the emphasis 
working wives and mothers who have father 
the home. The illustrations apply general this 
somewhat more fortunate group, and those with 
more adequate educational and financial level than 
the case with many mothers using day care centers. 
However, there real value relating the problems 
common all working mothers every economic 
and social group. 

This pamphlet would make good starting point 
for discussion day care staff parent meetings. 
Mothers 

Moore 
Day Care Consultant, United Community Defense Services 
Child Welfare League America 
Josselyn and Ruth Schley Goldman, “Should 
Mothers Work?” Social Service Review, Vol. No. March, 
1949, 
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REACHING THE Edited Sylvan Furman, New 
York City Youth Board, Y., 1952. 132 pp. Price $1.00. 


Reaching the Unreached not book but series 
articles which comprises the New York City Youth 
Board’s first report unprecedented social work 
experiment which will command the attention 
everyone interested the problems young people 
trouble. For professional social workers, the adap- 
tation social casework skills actively reaching 
out clients who sense awareness need for 
help, and who may actually resist and openly reject 
the representative the social agency, deep 
interest. community authorities, state legislators 
and planning groups, the methods financing the 
project joint state and local funds equal 
interest. 


Readers interested community organization will 
fascinated the pattern bringing together 
existing social agencies, both private 
police and courts, health organizations, public schools 
and, indeed, all institutions whose activities involve 
children and youth. Finally, the concept 
tion,” all antisocial gangs operating contact 
with each other within given geographical area had 
worked with simultaneously,” focuses the atten- 
tion upon the essential integration group work 
with all other agencies and institutions not only 
referral sources, but dynamic interacting func- 
tions. 


Criteria developed from this program points the 
necessity for employing professionally trained, ex- 
perienced personnel, high level supervision, to- 
gether with limited caseloads terms both the 
number children included and the number 
groups assigned each worker. The “reaching out” 
quality the group work involved the ‘‘area ap- 
proach” first described Clifford Shaw, the use 
already established, street gangs well 
groups. 


The New York City Youth Board, was established 
1947 the Office the Mayor for the prevention 
and control juvenile delinquency. grew out 
the State Youth Commission which was created 
the state legislature 1945 the recommendation 
the Governor’s Inter-departmental Committee 
Delinquency. The State Youth Commission strongly 
urged provision financial aid and leadership for 
localities develop community services prevent 
delinquency. establishing the New York City 
Youth Board, the City appropriated, annually, 
$1,175,000. This fund was matched the State 
through the State Youth Commission. total 
$2,350,000 thus available for the program New 
York City. 
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From the beginning the New York City Youth 
Board emphasized prevention. The report points out 
the “keynote Youth Board programs, namely, 
actively and aggressively going out help parents and 
children who either are are approaching some kind 
trouble.” this new program the staff based its 
approach juvenile delinquency the firm con- 
viction that the “community has not only the right, 
but the responsibility take action.” One article 
devoted describing the reorientation 
workers the project’s referral units toward “going 
clients who felt need for help, but whose 
problems made them concern the community. 
Much the effort the has 
been devoted first, ways and means searching 
out children and families need help, and second, 
using casework skills preserve contacts with 
clients unwilling accept help. 


The statistics contained the report will help 
point why this necessarily true. There were 
37,515 unduplicated cases children and young 
persons who had problems were delinquent regis- 
tered with the Central Registration Project during 
the first year its operation. 


The pattern supplementing existing agencies 
from public funds interest community organ- 
ization people and administrators responsible for 
services families and children and for interagency 
cooperation. Full use was made all existing agen- 
cies, both public and private. Supplementary and 
new services were developed the Youth Board 
where the needs were felt. 


The group work reports include some the most 
fascinating work the entire program. Most the 
group work instituted the Youth Board was 
projects established redirect teen-age gangs. 
Much the additional group work was directed 
toward implementing and supplementing group work 
agencies and programs already existence and 
developing criteria for effective group work pro- 
grams. 


This report strikes happy note the increasing 
maturity social work. establishes the applica- 
bility techniques, developed with much practice 
and care treatment selected individuals and 
groups, wider areas the community. 
refreshing learn that long last the public 
furnishing the leadership and the competent tools 
attack the basic causes juvenile delinquency 
extensive scale which heretofore has thwarted efforts 
through the widest use private resources. 


Ramsay 


Superintendent, Michigan Children’s Institute 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
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